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yromi- Acting Consul-txcncrai Parks, 

jo:- Secretary of State for i?orelgn Affairs. 

~ ated:- Joeember SI . 1916 * 
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* 

"four telegram Ho.72. 

In It 3d States Government schema Is being kept 
secret from the Liberian public by the President of 
Liberia and his Cabinet *'hlch the people resent, 

hany of all classes of the Liberians are against 
the united States Government centre1 over administra¬ 
tion of Liberian affairs and al >o do net view with 
favour a United states Government protectorate over 

m 

ttm * hlch this scheme may lead to but is said not 
to imply* 

I understand that the Liberian Government have 
Agreed to accept the loan conditions as yet unknown 
to me the result being that some four or five Ameri¬ 
can officials are on the way to hearevia I an', inform¬ 
ed to fill appointments in connection with the loan. 
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^ec~3ta~\v cf State fc' 1 ^oreign Affairs, 
Acting Consul-'rene^al Parks, 

F ec urr,b 3^ 1 8 th *1918, 

December 19th, " 


Report immediately by tairgraph on the attitude 
cf the Liber tar. Qc^errmant and the coordination of 
the public tr^ds the uni ted States scheme for con¬ 
trol cf admin!steation* 

Are the United States proposals generally re¬ 
cognised as Implying a virtual Jnlted States protec- 
0 tcrate ever Liberia and If sc Lev; is this prospect 

regarded* 

You should ^epert also b3" mall giving year vg.r- 
s ion as to - hat Lettish interests in Liberia voula 
be liable to be adversely affected if the United 
States scheme materialises and That safeguards vculd 
be most efftcac'cus ? r_ securing the position cf tri- 
11sh merchants an d C oneesslc r ho1ders- 

Ccr.f id 3 nt ial. H l a haj asty * a Cjovarnmant hava 

IrfcTttad tha Jr* tad State b (icv;-mniant that tiiay ap- 

p" jc l at a thvl- '•aasor.s put fc"v;a"d by tha latta" for 

tha -ujtafcl«shraor.t cf tha .'n't3d States control but 

consida- that this quaaftlcn can baat bo diacuasad 

at tha Paaca Confarancs. 

. 

Vh abe’a la fer ycur cm. lnfcrmatten only. 
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F.T’T C0PHtnjlT?!-G3!1EEAL, 
IGNhuVIA. 


October 31st.1918. 





Sir, 

I have tho honour to. inf era you that at an in¬ 
terview I had yesterday, the 3vth instant, with ills 
"xcellency the President of Liberia, I expressed the 
hope of Fla Lajoaty’s (Jovemmont that the suspended 
Liberian Law relative to uor .i .ting foreigners tc 
trade in the interior of L’beria should again be 
brought into active operation as soon as it was pos¬ 
sible for hie bo-'ern aunt to reconsider the i rent 
importance of do frit ac which would have undoubtedly 
far reaching benofictal results to the Liberian peo¬ 
ple in general. I further a id that “ considered 
the present tine '.os 4 appropriate for the vith-draw— 
al of the suspension of that trading law in order 
that Liberia should continue to show herself as 
living up to her present status of sn Ally, and suoh 

an ; ct on her part would certainly he viewed with . .uch 

* 

friendly appreciation in sillied circles. The presi¬ 
dent replied that it would give hlu pleasure tc fa¬ 
vourably consider the withdrawal of the suspo a'on 
o f the law "eferred to when the Liberian Hession 
opened in reeenfcer, its his aovernneat were forced at 
the tine to take the precautionary steps they diet 
du? to the uer .an traders in the interior cansin 
t-roubl e auongat the natives, and his uoveri uent's 


• » 3 ■ | jyt^i prinel 
Beeretary of state 
Foreign Affairs. 


ifi.1 

'or 




Oovermeht'a action In the matter ras the naans of 
compelling the (Hraaa 'n the inter ter to rattan at 
one > to the LIberian ports on tho coast fro-i where 
It was .iado easier for their eventual deportation. 

I have 

Tour 

VK>A. , 

,-ctlnv Consul-» tneral. 



the honour to be, 

icst obedient, 

; u ib l 7 Servant, 
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Prom; Acting Consul Ross-Bell. 

To; Secretary of State for Jor^ign Affaire, 
Date; 15th. October 1918. 

With reference to my telegram Ko* 66. 

I am informed that the United States Government 
hae offered, the Liberian Government a credit of 
i'iw million dollars; tut hae first atij.ed for 
the following particularc; 

1* copy of the Liberian Constitution authorising 
the Liberian Government to borrow money. 

2, Copy of the Law authorising the Loan enacted 
in accordance with said provisions. 

3, Copy of the proceedings oi the Executive 

Government in accordance with the said Law. 

Liberian 

4, Copy oi the full powers given the/Repreeentat is 
in the United States authorising him to sign 

such obligations as may be necessary to receive 
the advances, or take steps as the Liberian Law 
may require* 

5, An itemized statement of the Public Debt of 
Liberia at xjreeent. 

6, The precise objects, with the amounts needed 
for each, to which Liberia desires to apply the 
Loan. 

I am informed that the Liberian Government 
conaiders it advisable to wait for Legislative 
authority; but in the meantime the Liberiw. 
Government hae intimated acceptance* 


( Continued ) 
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l believe that Liberia will decide to redeem 
its internal paper indebtedness ox some 250,000 
dollars, its Bank debt of 100,000 dollars, and 
the present Customs Loan, after which they will 
surest urgently required puolie work^. 

I believe that any attempt to control disouree- 
ments or to introduce foreign interior officials 
will be opposed. 

his 

ILy French Colleague informs me that 

doveminent does not approve of exclusive United 

Stax* ^ control and influence in Liberia* 









ko. ;c-'ia 


upitism oristt. 


•lo-moviA 


fith- Oct Obir 1 918 


I h at ^ th** honour t o ertclooa 
V^rswith *> co?y of t T^fpitch received - y me 
frf>r r- ir-tjv- r of ;t ^ - Kin^r *i thte ntpuWle, 
ex> r^nrln' the gratitude of Hie J&cellftnQj 
: rnricVjt.t ’^-ward for your effortv to provide 
hi- wit' accomodation \n and s.t ;'u«j* t Cameroone, 


t r -r. sl*r! t. r. - M e to report t hut 


President itew&rd, it rush Improved i- health 
rlt oi.-h h 1 l ret yet *bl? to leave his 
residence. e ic # herrever, UtrrfUnn to public 
affairs «£i>in» 


1 have ^ht? ru n oi»r tc !*■ 


Sir 


’four mont obc.iiant and husibla 

- rvant f 





fic 11 * 4 * tty' e 


Brincipal Secret ary of utatc 
for i-‘oreicn Affaire. 


LOMBOK 
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nniTiB'-T crjiiiin.ATJt- a ,mj;rai,. 

AORRGVIA. 

9th. August 1918. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report for your 
information the present position in this 
,,c public <rlt h n .'^rencp to the i rthcomin/i 
elections for the new President oi Liberia, 

The candidates to-day arc as follows:- 
1, On April 9th, Hi a Excellency President 
Howard no irmt^d the jrasent Decretory of State, 
ii, j. King* ae the next President* with, 
however, a aoriewhat extraordinary selection as 
the next too-President; Senator D* A* eosb, of 
■inoe ( a jentlermn recently on the statutory 
iat # a 1 **ith non - too pood a repotration ) * 

Hie »*“it*eti©p of r, King was very generally 
expected; hut witn n, Hone* nerae coupled as 
1 r 3 1 next >' io*-President, there appears to have 
been a eon aider able split in the "True » hig 
r irty lf ( and in conaerjuence the people of rrand 
Hasan Ceuir t y hm.'e noniimted the present Vice* 
p* ( ■'? -ho: , "j the next President, 

-If 7 ’ ! ve rr* nl Speaker of the Houee of 

^epreeertatiwes ?*e thf next viee-President ( the 
|r .on» J * E. A, P i chard e )- 

tie Eajeaty* s 

Principal secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 



LONDON* 
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5, Ihe split exists, apparently, at dryland 
County also, because there tUo people have 
nominated lie Honour the Chief Justice, Jjyaes 
■ T , oosar., ae the next President, with, 1 sue 
informed, the present Speaker also ns the next 
ioe-Pretilent* 

d * he or ; , --'real dent Arthur Jtarclny, is 

nlrjo fcpohen oi me a candidate' but ho iw seer*-- 
ingly committed to support - T * R ln& { i£ the 
i jopli* aupport Mat, juei ao ~r« Kin£ is to 
sip. ori r* -Barclay if the latter is chosen by 
Die people /* At any rate, I r, Barclay has made 
no move ycL, excepting to attack >* ling for 
r -i*uu uC ii; oicaLe publicly ini a policy an Quid 
ho buooiti*. D.e next ; resident* 

Ihe position uo-d*v l* 1 :*a follows:* 

It i l> an open accrui that Suuis tension exists 
between the 1 roaidant and the leoretary of Mate, 
iuiu it is popularly thought ;hat r. Howard* e 
selection oi r# ;oa:i was deliberate one to 
hi l r- i.n^ 1 e prospects, whose nomination he 
could not very well id, '>. King rcnintains 
* strict silence up t* now, and for this reason 
is bei X2 -* ‘tacked in ;onrovla by the electors, 
who urc clamouring for an indication of his futufc 
policy in the event of their electing Mm as 
rresident * It is acid that this silence may lead 
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to th« choice by the people of f r. Barclay t whose 
power to-day in thia part of Liberia is j-jry 
important* 

-f the oihor two candidates, - r* Dossen i'c the 
lmpoA uHiit ( he rut 1 r* Kow;jrd very close 
rtt t ie ir.sL elect-toil* Jt w.Ux.. h i ;*ot . i ought 
that r. laritic/i ii J ttiift i. t t it o«i ti c:i . ao> . 

ino quuau:m at ni&lnly ito^rr. :„il ri' * o 

future indt/pwa *c i t state. ^ ht us-triled 

*American ^'o .remote*' will c^mq i;. for 1 &*u6 

n*RL cl handling} hut the gtii.tirhl foLilini; is 
that h muul bn supported. Lilt : \n- ?•, tu ti 

certainly aitoObt all Ui* higher ©Tfi< . .; not 
realise vhai the position %*f Me . , 4 .M ia ie *i 
desperate one* Th^ branch <*rc openly i'c -red r-nd 
cist lusted; a weneo o* . t bt t .nao£ 11 di8- 
appointnent ’* exists with regard to breat Britain 
who, however, iti revised to be Liberia 1 a 
useful friend to-da./; this sense of M disappoint¬ 
ment" is vary much in evidence with record t-} 
America, towards whom nevertheless there is a 
very strong leaning because of ner territorial 
disinterestednes*. Jivan proper juarontees ta 
to her future independence, Liberia to-day la 
willing to make great sacrii ioec towards the end 
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of naticnal reconstruction mid t . ... :t the 
i'r-eent idea of puttin_ H. .... .sr.er* into 

the Interior will rceet with no little opposition. 
Tiule r 7 -. Kin.; and S'r. Barclay are political 




ru \ lee p it is ranir T t h it th try r<-;;?- 

different O'rtlooJf-r : coo. o. if future of 

.ht* -epTiblic. !‘r. Kin.; 1'.?. B/.y .jot* ahj in ] 
ind eat,e rMJ o r. rol.v s «♦.« to hi 

7irforjir.<; ?ir to cf"t out bcfiro the country on 
'■ <■ of,Inito policy. harclrv nru.-t.- iaw, of 

o.’vrar:, tri-t the only c oar pc c-.--.-rt t- ; r - lc, i a 
to join hereelf onee for nil to one ,x ,t power, 
-•...iri- /vnerioa or Great Britain, and he prefer* 
t w 1 tiler on the eTQund thr>t Liberia i 0 r .., ro 


within the •eonnwlc o: f toctori Europe 

thtn America, nn.i he diaoririnatee W.w. nn 
* n,T (5ref » t • Britain on the ;-o. i! ; 0 p 
conreon language nnh » onnaron politic l ci.tlolc, 
to the ditorivont-*^ 0 f t*v> ferrar. ”... r 

i« thought to a.Tee »ith ’ r. HareJ.-.y, ' hilc r. 
Har.non hrr. enid nothing. 


The no- inntiont? ^111 bt offioi-lly 
M(1< * ■ lr,xL J *™wy, the electionn will tx'o. place 
in the middle of mjf, and the non >‘r.--,idant 
-i® Into offiop i- .Tannery 1030 * 

I Have the honour to be § 

most 

■our/pba*! ln*t i*r.f hunfclo 


135-rTN4it ( 



Acting Consul, 


V 


y 




From: Aoting Conottl 

To; H.ii# Governor-G#ivtr&i# Lagoa* 

Bate: 23rd- September 1913, 


With reference tom/ telegram of September 
21st, I am now informed that it is not 
possible for the President of the Republic 
to travel at the present time, 

I will telegraph again when neneasary. 
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BRITISH COEBULA ^GKRERAL. 

MONROVIA* 
20th. July 1918. 

,>ir # 

I iuive the honour to report that, in 
a recent interview* the secretary of State for 
Liberia iniuriii#u that the Government of the 
Republic was not disposed at present to repeal 
the act excluding foreigners from the interior 
for the lull owing reasons. 

Liberia would prefer to wait until 

a 

th*} and of tn« wir* and ++w settlement of such 
problems at. *t>uld arise shen* involving even 
ner own territories perhaps* had been arrived 
Ut. iurthar* the juv^.rm ant felt that as the 
act passed ac i precastionary war measure 
largely upon outside suggestions* it should be 
allowed :o run its appointed course* despite 
Llv. f iat that the :opublic was now herself an 
>•*1 v-j of ^ei’ica and Great Britain. And again* 
ii 1 i. IrUfi exclusion QJt 

iv* \* provided /^ibtirians with a sorely 

not;dart extra aource ol employment* which would 
otherwise be lost to their, 

1 have the honour to be* 
Sir* 

our root obedient and 
and humble 


His LXIosty's 

Jfrincipal 






^errant* 

— -v— h^> j ? 

Acting consul. 


bcor«t ary o 1 ^tat e 
for foreign Affairs* 
LONDON* 




— 
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sHRetajiv 


OF THt 
ET*RY OF War, l 

Interior* 


rHK I'VT^rXo^ ATD WAR DEPARTMENT, R,U 

Monrovia. -u>«> apt] , w:. 191 








Ho nr r abl e C. D. B * K i tk , 

Secretary of St'tte, R# L. f 

Monrovia - 

Sir: — 

Agreeably to the tin 1 erst an (ling arrived it in 
the conference between ourselves ar.fl the Acting British 
Consul, on the 27th inntant, I now have the honor to sug¬ 
gest th.at the Government take appropriate stepr tc effect 
arr*nrerents, substantially in the sense Inicl 'low? as 
follows: 

A* A reciprocal arrangerent whereby rebel- 
lions chiefs or any leader causing cr tahinr art 
in an linrisinp cr any deprecation aralnst. either 
their Government or the natives, and fleeing into 1 

alien territory, he cr they may be lelivered cn 
official request cf the Interior Official iron whose 
district such of render3 may cone. 

H , An understanding whereby there can be inter- 
course between the British ani Liberian Interior 
Officials* when occasion requires, tc put into prac¬ 
tical affeet the existing agreement between t v e 
British and Liberia! Governments for settling petty 
disputes amt ng the natives living near the British 
and Liberian boundaries. 

C* The execution of formal agreenert between 
the French and Liberian GovernrentG, similar to 
the one existing between the British and Liberian 


Governments* mentioned is the above 







■ 
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An understanding whereby them can b© inter- 
course between Trench and Liberian Interior Offi¬ 
cials as mentioned in the above *B«. 

D* An understanding whereby the British and 
French Interior Officios will forbid the sale of 
Gunpowder to any person from Liberian territory* 

And whereby should any British or French native 
or cither person be discovered acmniving with the 

i 

Liberians with respect to procuring gunpowder, 
they nay be punished severely* 


During By trip It cane to my knowledge that 
the British I), r a and the French AdminIstrator near on? 
boundaries, have become markedly disposed to be helpful 
to our hinterland officials and natives. Commissioner 
General Vltchell is to be conrcenrted for bringing about 
the friendly attitude of the French Administrator. 

It has appeared to ne to be highly necessary 
that some way be opened for Liberian Interior Officials 
to be able to met the French and British Interior Offi¬ 
cials from tine to time and talk over ratters of common 
interest, 



Our present relations with the British Govern- 
nent, I understand, are sr the roly friendly, I f^el con¬ 
fident that an understanding with then of the nature 
referred to and recommended, would be easy of arranc®— 
Bent. From all accounts, the British D. C. - Vr . W, D* 
Bowden - of the Sierra Leone Hallway District, althO 
very strict, is nevertheless a kindly disposed official. 
Our native traders have net experienced, lately, the 
annoyance and interference fro-* the Keftdla on the British 
side as was commonly the case up to a few months ago. 






# 
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I was Inferred while In the h in terland that 
formerly nil gunpowder for sale ami distribution iri the 


Protectnrate of Sierra Zoone, was hept nt Kenerm under 


Government supervision, Presently, however, a Ru rope an 
trader, Mr* Woods by nerce, at Hangar, Is reported tc 
have a license to sell gunpowder* Fror this dealer 
the natives buy snail lets of gunpowder frequently. 

By this weans they ray succeed Ir accural citing large 
quantities in a short tire- 


v 


four obedient servant, 












*io* 


miTim CONSULATE 0 - 3 SERAL. 

KONROTIA. 

28th* April 1£18* 

Sir, 

I have the honour U uchuv*ledge the 
receipt ©£ > our tie©j ^tch .37/C.r. dated the 24th* 
i: at ant a unc. .Quet^iwh tf chaining arras and 

(.rr: ‘Ith-ii to bujjprt^e the threatened rising of the 
"r>j i * oi the Anterior ci Liberia should further 
:e’ 1 a a* ion» oi Hut Taxc.s he mtt m iptcd* 

I duly co iVfejti. . qw’ request for 

^rr. , ' 4 aT^T'Uni'tion o ->^4 <j Oowrmaent and 

h! ■ ?n ■-"'-■t^rt you jj the rijeult fit the earliest 
a-’pert'r tty. 

1 2w/e ihe honour to toe, 
Air* 

xonr ocadient Servant,. 

Acting British 

Consul* 


< o it *£<n;QilonL j- 1 

i’lic ^exuXtaxy u* * -* 

A I/d I » I %• 1 *-« - fa-JL 



\0,^ 













G7/C.7 


April 24th, 1513 


Sir 


a r 


he threatened ccmbinfition cf the natives in 


our hinterland to forcibly resist the Government in its 



collection of the Hut Taxes which attitude accentuated 
by the effect of the recent visit of the German Submarine 
in Liberian waters, and our inability at present to ef¬ 
fectively meet such, possible resistance, owing to the 
shortage of amnunitlon due tc the large quantities that 
. 7 ere necessarily used in the suppression of the Kroo 
up-risings in 1915 - 16 and the Lonou rebellion on He 
fronco-Liberian boundary hrve rendered necessary the 
Liberian Government approaching the Governments of the 
United Gtates, Great Britain and ?rance through Heir 



respective 


The Acting Eritish Consul 
E G fi H 0 V I A . 









respective representatives at thi3 Capital, for aid and 

assistance in securing one million rounds of simulation 

and five hundred rifles. 

The literian Government would be willing to 

enter into suitable arrangements with the Governments 

above named to secure payment for the arms and ammunition 
* 

which ra^y be supplied, either immediately after -the 

♦ __ 

termination, of the present war, or at such earlier date 
v.hen the finances of the Republic will p;ennit. 

Our failure to immediately secure the necessary 
aims and a mm unition to meet the threatened situation will 
necessarily force the Government to consider the advisa¬ 
bility of suspending all further collections cf Hut Taxes 
for the time being, which would be most unfortunate and 
disastrous to the finances of the Republic, as these 
Taxes having formed a large part of the revenues allo¬ 
cated for the repayment of the Special loan of one hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars obtained by the liberian Government 
from the Bank of British '.Vest Africa, the suspension of 
their collection, cannot but seriously offset the'con¬ 


tinued 
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continued operation of foe existing arrangements between 
the Bank and the Government. 

It is therefore earnestly hoped, that foe 
Governments of the United States, Great Britain and 
Bronce, seeing the gravity of the situation now con¬ 
fronting the Liberian Government, will find it practi- 
+ 

cable to render the assistance desired. 

f- 

It is respectfully suggested by the Liberian 

Government, that it might be x ,ossible to secure some of 

the captured anas and ammunition which the British and 

Breneh Boreas tool; upon foe occupation of the Camneroons 

it being supposed that the German native troops used trie 

same make of Carbine rifles which the Government secured 

from Germany a few years previous to the outbreak pf the 

» 

present war. 

Viith assurances of my high esteem and pro- 

* . 

found respect, 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 




